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الطرق الفعالة في مهارات التذريس في المذارس 

 االبتذائية

 

سناء محمذ خضيرم.م.   
العراق – القادسية  -وزارة التربية  -المذيرية العامة لتربية القادسية  

 
 الملخص

راخ اًْيح ٔقيًح عهًيح تانُضثح نًعهًي انهغح االَكهيزيح  يٍ خالل ششح  يٍ انًؤيم اٌ تكٌٕ انذساصح انحانيح

يفٕٓو فعانيح يٓاساخ انتذسيش في انًذاسس االتتذائيح ٔتحذيذ االخطاء انًشتكثح يٍ قثم انًعهًيٍ ٔانًذسصيٍ  

عاب اكثش .انذساصح انحانيح تكشف ايضا تحأل ششح نًارا تشتكة تهك االخطاء ٔكزنك تضاعذْى في فٓى ٔاصتي

يذسس عشاقي يٍ يذسصي نغح  52حٕل انهغح االَكهيزيح ٔكزنك انًٓاساخ انًضتخذيح. تتكٌٕ عيُح انذساصح يٍ 

اَكهيزيح في انًذاسس االتتذائيح انعشاقيح }يذاسس تُيٍ تُاخ {.تقع ْزِ انًذاسس في يذٌ ٔيُاطق يتُٕعح في 

ذسصي انهغح االَكهيزيح يٍ حًهح شٓادج انثكانٕسيٕس انذيٕاَيح .عيُّ انذساصح يتكَٕح يٍ يجًٕعح يٍ يعهًي ٔي

 ٔانذتهٕو في انهغح االَكهيزيح نهتعهيى االتتذائي  ٔيٍ انصف االٔل االتتذائي نهصف انضادس االتتذائي.
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ABSTRACT 
It is hoped that the current study  would be of some  importance and value to learners  

of English and teachers of English .It does so by explaining to concept of the effective 

teaching skills in primary school and identify the mistakes committed by the teachers 

.The current study also tries to explain Why these mistakes are committed  .This 

would help them to understand more about the English language and the effectiveness 

of teaching skills . The sample of the study is composed of 25 Iraqi EFL primary 

school teachers chosen randomly from different Iraqi primary schools (for boys and 

girls) located in various cities and districts of Diwaniyah province. The direct sample 

of the study is a group of teachers of English language with bachelors and diploma 

degrees teaching primary grades from the first up to the sixth stages. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1. Problem of the Study 

Students' attitudes and motivation have been frequently reported to be the most 

critical factors for success and learning achievement (Erawan, 2011:50). On the other 

hand, teachers' attitudes toward their profession are argued to significantly influence 

their classroom activities, professional improvement, and teaching skills (William & 

Burden, 1997:56).It can be argued, then, that EFL student teachers' attitude toward 

teaching might be one of the  most influential variables in promoting their academic 

motivation which in turn supports their success in achieving a sufficient body of 

language teaching knowledge as a basic prerequisite for a competent EFL teacher. 

As an EFL pre-service teacher trainer, the researcher notices that many EFL student  

teachers reflect  a negative attitude toward teaching profession as they explicitly 

declare that they have attended the Department of English at the College of Education 

to learn English language  rather than to become EFL teachers, such a negative 

attitude is likely to have a significant retardant effect on the outcomes of any teacher 

preparation programme and the qualifications of the graduated pre-service teachers. 

Accordingly, it is significant to investigate the nature of, and the relationship between, 

Iraqi EFL student teachers' academic motivation, attitude toward teaching profession, 

and EFL teaching knowledge as an effort intended to promote EFL teacher education 

in Iraq that represents a basic phase in reforming English language teaching that has 

increasingly become a national demand (UNESCO fact sheet, 2003). 

1.2. Limits of the Study  

The study is limited at testing Iraqi EFL primary students at Diwaniya province. In 

addition, it is limited to testing five proposed strategies for measuring the capability of 

Iraqi EFL primary learners in reacting with the target language skills. Finally, the 

research is limited to a diagnostic test following a questionnaire method of testing. 

1.3. Objectives of the Study  

The study is likely to be beneficial for EFL pre-service teacher trainers and educators 

as it may promote their awareness of the significance of including and employing 

effective courses and activities in the EFL teacher preparation programmes that might 

help EFL student teachers' develop a positive attitude toward teaching profession and 

promote their academic motivation and TEFL knowledge. The study may also help 

decision makers to adopt a more suitable admission schema for the colleges of 

education in which important aspects, such as attitude toward teaching profession, are 

not ignored. 

1.4. Hypotheses of the Study  

The study is based on the following two main hypotheses: 

1.  Iraqi EFL primary students‟ performance is better in the application of the five 

proposed strategies than the traditional ones that are represented by merely writing on 

the board of using traditional cards. 

2.  Teaching English following communicative strategies save time and efforts. The 

students will have the information stored in his/her mind lasting forever compared 

with the information acquired by the traditional methods of teaching. 
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3. The strategies proposed by the researcher has a significant importance, not only to 

the teachers of English language and the learners, but also to textbooks designers and 

syllabus concern parties. 

1.5. Significance of the Study 

The study is hoped to be of a special importance to the Iraqi teachers of English 

language as well as to texts and syllabuses designers of English curricula. Moreover, 

the study is hoped to be of a significance to the Iraqi EFL primary students in 

acquiring items that they would not be able to obtain via old traditional ways of 

teaching submitted by their teachers. 

2. ATTITUDES TOWARD TEACHING 

Scholars point out that „Attitude‟ might be understood as   one's reflection of 

evaluation of an object on a dimension from positive to negative (Fabrigar, 

etal.,2005:92),or the concept that is not explicitly expressed and that is formed about 

something usually without being aware (Williams & Burden, 1979: 42). It may also 

be expressed as the tendency pushing the individual to perform particular behaviours 

against particular things such as people, events, situations, or attitude objects 

(Akkaya, 2009:36). 

Various studies have simply shown that individuals' attitude toward their profession is 

the most significant determinant of their achievement and performance in that 

profession                                    (Gurbuz & Kisoglu, 2007:79).Therefore, attention to 

attitudes has become a growing concern in the field of teacher training and education 

(Bozdogan et al, 2007:83). 

To investigate and determine the attitude of students enrolled in a pre-service EFL 

teacher programme is actually to highlight some invaluable information regarding the 

required attitudes that students need to acquire and/or adjust throughout the course of 

the programme .This should actually be one of the primary aims intended by all pre-

service teacher preparation programs , in addition, of course, to equipping students 

with the needed professional competencies and subject field knowledge( Lasek & 

Wiesenbergova ,2007:132). 

It is a well known fact that EFL teaching is a multi-tasked demanding profession that 

requires the maintenance of personal commitment, enthusiasm, and energy on the part 

of the individuals involved. A teacher's attitude is an important influential variable in 

classroom applications because of the relationship between attitudes and actions. The 

quality of a teacher's attitude toward teaching in particular reflects his/her 

occupational understanding of teaching and helps him/her succeed in a profession 

which requires patience, dedication, continuous preparation, and a strong, long-term 

commitment (Decker et al , 2000:119).It can be concluded then, that EFL student 

teachers' attitude toward teaching profession does not only reflect their current view 

on teaching, but significantly affects their future professional lives. 

It is reported that student teachers' attitudes and beliefs regarding their future job are 

formed and shaped due to the influence of a set of perceptions and expectations that 

were formed even before students' enrollment in the teacher preparation programme. 

So, "any incompatibility between future teachers' perceptions of teaching and the 
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realities of the work and work place may lead to job dissatisfaction and possible 

withdrawal from the teaching force"(Murmane et al ,1991:31). 

However, although some case studies have shown that student teachers' attitudes 

about their future job are, to a certain extent, "resistant to change" (Decker & 

Kaufman, 2008:57). Still, with carefully planned programs and activities, EFL student 

teachers can gradually adjust the negative attitudes and develop more positive ones 

toward their future profession. If they do, this is likely to help them be successful 

teachers who work hard to initiate effective classroom interaction, develop creative 

thinking, motivate their students more easily, and adopt their verbal and non-verbal 

messages to their students (Celikoz& Cetin, 2004:170).  

3. THE IMPORTANCE OF LANGAUGE LEARNING STRATEGIES 

 According to Fedderholdt (1997:1), the language learner capable of using a wide 

variety of language learning strategies appropriately can improve his language skills 

in a better way. Metacognitive strategies improve organization of learning time, self-

monitoring, and self-evaluation. Cognitive strategies include using previous 

knowledge to help solve new problems. Social and affective strategies include asking 

native speakers to correct their pronunciation, or asking a classmate to work together 

on a particular language problem. Developing skills in three areas, such as 

metacognitive, cognitive, and social and affective can help the language learner build 

up learner independence and autonomy whereby he can take control of his own 

learning. Lessard-Clouston (1997:3) states that language learning strategies contribute 

to the development of the communicative competence of the students. Being a broad 

concept, language learning strategies are used to refer to all strategies foreign 

language learners use in learning the target language and communication strategies 

are one type of language learning strategies. It follows from this that language 

teachers aiming at developing the communicative competence of the students and 

language learning should be familiar with language learning strategies. As Oxford 

(1990:1) states, language learning strategies “... are especially important for language 

learning because they are tools for active, self-directed movement, which is essential 

for developing communicative competence”. Therefore, when language learners 

encounter language learning tasks such as reading or writing, they can apply the 

several different strategies to complete the tasks. Language learners will be successful 

in the tasks due to use of an appropriate language learning strategy (Richard, 1994). 

Figure 1 below represents some of the language-learning strategies characteristics 

according to (Oxford, 1990: 9): 
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Figure 1: Characteristics of Language Learning Strategies following Oxford 

(1990) 

 
 

 

 

4. PRACTICAL ANALYSIS 

4.1. Methodology  

This part represents the practical side of the current study. For the purpose of 

achieving the objectives of the study and verifying its hypotheses, a questionnaire has 

been designed with a number of proposed strategies employed for measuring and 

evaluating the efficiency of teaching English language skills by primary teachers ,and 

in return, for promoting the levels of learning the target language of Iraqi EFL 

primary school students. This part also aims to test and validate the hypotheses of the 

study upon which the entire research has been based. For obtaining scientific and 

reliable results, the researcher has relied on statistical analyses and tables. Finally, the 

part moves forward to encompass some intrinsic conclusions and recommendations 

after diagnosing the potential weaknesses and strengths concerning the ways or the 

strategies used by Iraqi EFL primary school teachers in teaching English language. 

4.2. Population of the Study 

It is worth mentioning that the sample of the study is composed of 25 Iraqi EFL 

primary school teachers chosen randomly from different Iraqi primary schools (for 

boys and girls) located in various cities and districts of Diwaniyah province. The 

direct sample of the study is a group of teachers of English language with bachelors 

and diploma degrees teaching primary grades from the first up to the sixth stages. The 

teachers were requested to respond to a number of statements (proposed strategies) in 

the questionnaire based on their personal judgments about whether these statements or 

strategies are effective or not. For some sort of privacy, the teachers‟ names and 

information are kept confidential. In addition, the schools names are kept private 

based upon the requests of their principals. Determining whether the researcher has 

proposed teaching strategies as effective or not requires a practical application of 

those strategies to the students. 

Language Learning Strategies 

Contribute to 
the main goal, 
communicative 

competence 

Allow learners 
to become 
more self- 
directed 

Expend the 
role of 

teachers 

Support 
learning both 
directly and 
indirectly 

Can be taught 



 

 

 
DOI: 10.33193/JALHSS.47.8 

 

86 

The study sample (teachers of English language) are varied in age and years of 

experience. Their professional range is ranked from (10-18) years. This means their 

choice of the strategies found in the questionnaire should be reliable and for granted. 

The reason behind choosing primary schools is related to the assumption that they are 

considered as the first seed to the knowledge as far as second language learning is 

concerned. Moreover, the English curricula have become new in its contents and 

subject that might be very difficult to the primary students to learn and, thus, require 

new or innovative and effective teaching strategies for teaching. 

 

4.3. The Questionnaire  

It is worth mentioning that the type of the test used in the current research is 

„questionnaire‟. It includes five strategies that are designed in accordance to the 

language teaching skills. Determining whether the skill chosen is correct or not relies 

on its implication on the students after testing them and receiving the results. The 

teachers were handed the questionnaires first and then they should apply each strategy 

on the student to see which one is more effective compared to the usual traditional 

methods followed previously by the same teachers .The researcher was supposed to 

wait for two months until the students get tested monthly and get the results collected 

and scored by their teachers. The researcher is not exposed to the students‟ scores nor 

their marks since it is the responsibility of the students. However, the researcher has 

heavily relied on the teachers‟ personal choices to the strategies included in the 

questionnaire right after testing their students and scoring their responses. 

4.4. Test Objectives 

A language test is a means of assessing the students‟ performance through “the 

elicitation of certain behaviour from which one can make inferences about certain 

characteristics of an individual” (Perry, 2004. p.20).The test adopted here is a 

diagnostic one which is intended to show how Iraqi EFL primary schools teachers 

react to the given strategies proposed by the researchers after applying them on their 

student at various stages.. Moreover, the test tries to specify the obstacles that the 

learners encounter and to specify their sources of errors to suggest remedial 

recommendations depending on the teachers‟ types of strategies selected and the 

results that these teachers obtain after applying the strategies on their students. 

5. DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 

5.1. Analyzing the Questionnaire Items  

It is worth mentioning that the English primary school teachers had received the 

questionnaires and did not give their professional opinions until they apply the 

researcher‟s strategies on their students to see whether the strategies listed in the 

questionnaires are effective or not. The effectiveness is intrinsically revealed after 

conducting two tests on the students to see the significant difference after comparing 

their scores. 

 

5.2. Strategy 1: Visual Illustration 

The first strategy of the present research aims at analyzing the students‟ capability of 

recognizing and memorizing English vocabularies at productive level, by placing 
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certain English vocabularies exist in their English curricula, in video mediums to see 

how far the students would go in memorizing the vocabularies given. 

The basic sample of the study (English primary teachers of English) have all agreed 

upon the first strategy of the questionnaire that „Using video expressions are more 

effective than traditional methods in memorizing English vocabularies‟. These 

vocabularies are represented in the form of nouns of miscellaneous items and even 

world counties. For example, it has been revealed that 5
th

 grade students can easily 

remember the meaning of the word „China‟ by showing some video about Chinese 

people carrying their country flag. It is evident that children are more attracted to 

watching videos than listening or reading the words meanings on the board. The 

sample of the study (the teachers of English language) pointed out that most of the 

students succeeded to recall the meaning of the words by remembering the video 

played recently about the words asked, and thus, they passed to deliver the meanings 

of the words. Hence, the first strategy was selected as (Strongly Agree). 

5.3. Strategy 2: Pictorial Illustration 

In fact, the second strategy of the study was set to measure the students‟ capability of 

reading and recognizing English alphabets by placing them on cartoon pictures, which 

are popular, by the children for psychological memory motivation purposes. The 

students were tested twice, before and after applying the second strategy on the 

students for better results comparison purposes. 

Respectively, the sample of the study agreed on that the second strategies was very 

influential and effective in teaching English alphabets. The researcher of the study has 

developed a strategy for teaching the students the English letters by placing these 

letters in picture of popular cartoon characters. These letters are actually the initials of 

each popular cartoon character. For example, putting „S‟ letter in a picture of „Sponge 

Bob‟ with the letter highlighted, and the same as with „a‟  letter employed in a cartoon 

picture of „Sally‟, „P‟ as in the cartoon character „ Shaun the Sheep‟, etc. for better 

memorizing purposes. It has been noted that the students‟ level of learning English 

latter‟s has been improved remarkably due to the second strategy application. 

Therefore, the teachers of the subject have all stressed the effectivity of the second 

strategy in teaching English letters as well as on the effectivity of the students‟ ability 

of memorizing these letters. Finally, the second questionnaires item that states 

„Teaching and learning English letters in a cartoon characters design is more effective 

than merely writing them on board or using traditional cards‟ has received more 

„Strongly Agree‟ options by the teachers of English language. This is positively 

reflected on the students performances in their second test compared to their first test 

before applying the second strategy. 

5.4. Strategy 3: Role-Playing and Imitation 

This part of the research strategies aims to measure the students‟ capability of 

learning some English selected verbs exist in the primary classes. These verbs include 

„run, jump, count, swim, drive „car/bike‟, eat, drink, and some other important basic 

verbs.  

Scholars and researchers point out that the best ways to learn language is by 

practicing it in a proper context (Harmer, 1991).According to Lado (1964), producing 
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a vocabulary means that a unit can be recalled almost instantaneously with its proper 

structural position in accordance with the context. A passive vocabulary requires only 

recognizing and grasping the meaning from the form in its partly redundant context. 

From here, the research has developed a strategy that incorporates acting in front of 

the students for better verbs utilization, teaching, learning, and memorization. 

This strategy takes the form of role-playing or imitation through „rotation‟. In this 

strategy, the teachers are expected to play a certain role in which s/he would employ 

these verbs by acting in front of the students. For example, the teachers imitated a 

rabbit jumping in front of the students to make the verbs easy to remember by the 

students since these verbs are practiced and imitated in a proper context. 

The students were test initially and they scores were poor, although some students 

passed. However, after acting in front of the students by their teachers and asking the 

students to imitate what has been acted, the students‟ tests scores have been 

increasingly noted. This means that the students made use of the rotation or role-

playing strategy to answer the questions given to them about the meaning of the verbs 

and providing examples for each verb. Therefore, the teachers ticked „Strongly 

Agree‟ to the third strategy of the study, which quotes „Learning vocabularies by 

imitation and acting is very effective method of teaching and learning to Iraqi EFL 

primary students‟. 

 

5.5. Strategy 4: Choral Drill 

In Choral Drill, the children all chant together following along as the teacher leads. It 

is the repeating of poems, nursery rhymes, the alphabet, an alphabet song, sentence 

patterns, and vocabulary lists. Children repeat the melody and rhythm. Sometimes it is 

in unison with the teacher and sometimes in an echo pattern. Choral Drill was used for 

nearly half of the instructional time in primary schools. The students are expected to 

sing certain songs, even if they were not included in their curricula, to practice their 

English vocabularies assigned to them. These short songs include „School is over, Oh, 

what fun! , Lessons finished, Play begun, Who‟ll, run fastest, You or I? „These songs 

are played in TV programs for kids called „TOYOR ALJENNA‟ which is best 

favored by the students. 

After conducting a test to the students, it has been noted that the level of the students 

speaking and keeping by hear has been improved. This has positive implication to the 

fourth strategy set by the researchers ,which states „ Choral Drill is one of the most 

effective strategies for learning in primary school then the sole drill‟ . 

 

5.6. Strategy 5: Assignment 

This strategy focuses on giving the students special homework that require from the 

students to bring some new vocabularies about certain topics they already have in 

their curricula .For example, on the important topics in English 5
th

 grades is about 

„Food‟. The students are requested to bring in certain words about food that are not 

included in their text. Their efforts should be followed by positive feedbacks to 

encourage the students of the search. 
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This strategy has revealed that the students‟ levels of learning new vocabularies have 

been remarkably increased. The teachers in this concern agreed that „Assigning the 

students external assignments increase the level of the students‟ learning.‟ 

6. RESEARCH FINDINGS 

This study has revealed some evidence to support the idea that effective instruction 

for English learners does the following (1) develops proficiency in natural language or 

conversation through activities that are related to the children‟s everyday experiences, 

(2) provides ample opportunity for learning, even over-learning, through recitation, 

repetition, and practice toward automaticity of knowledge and skills, and (3) scaffolds 

for understanding and development of thinking skills through the methods of pictorial 

illustration, role-playing (acting) and choral drill. 

 

7. CONCLUSIONS 

Based upon the practical analyses and results, the research has yield the following 

recommendations: 

1. Iraqi EFL primary students‟ performance is better in the application of the five 

proposed strategies than the traditional ones that are represented by merely writing on 

the board of using traditional cards. 

2. Among the most influential teaching strategies of teaching is the „role-playing‟ 

one. The students‟ level of learning is much better in this strategy compared with the 

rest of the four ones. 

3.  Teaching English following communicative strategies save time and efforts. The 

students will have the information stored in his/her mind lasting forever compared 

with the information acquired by the traditional methods of teaching. 

4. The strategies proposed by the researcher has a significant importance ,not only to 

the teachers of English language and the learners, but also to textbooks designers and 

syllabus concern parties. 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The need to employ modern methods of teaching incorporating visual and pictorial 

strategies in teaching English as a foreign language. 

2. It is recommended that texts and syllabus designers develop the curricula by 

adding some more songs or poems to develop the linguistic competence of the 

students. 

3. Conducting periodical courses and workshops that involve the teachers for 

language teaching skills improvement. 
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Appendix I 

 
Note: Kindly, tick the most appropriate teaching strategies that you see proper for 

improving the students‟ productive and recognitive levels of learning. 

 

Questionnaire 

 

Item Content Effectivity Level 

Strgy.1 

Visual 

Illustration 

Using video 

expressions are 

more effective 

than traditional 

methods in 

memorizing 

English 

vocabularies‟ 

Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

Neutral Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Strgy.2 

Pictorial 

Illustration 

Teaching and 

learning 

English letters 

in a cartoon 

characters 

design is more 

effective than 

merely writing 

them on board 

or using 

traditional 

cards 

     

Strgy.3 

Role-

Playing 

Learning 

vocabularies by 

imitation and 

acting is very 

effective 

method of 

teaching and 

learning to 

Iraqi EFL 

primary 

students‟ 

     

Strgy.4 

Choral Drill 

Choral Drill is 

one of the most 

effective 

strategies for 

learning in 
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primary school 

then the sole 

drill‟ 

Strgy.5 

Assignment 

Assigning the 

students 

external 

assignments 

increase the 

level of the 

students‟ 

learning 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


